Introduction
conference was primarily organized as final event of the finished EU project DESICOS demonstrating its results. DESICOS stands for New Robust DESIgn Guideline for Imperfection Sensitive COmposite Launcher Structures and was a Research Project within the 7th Framework Programme. It started in 2012 and was finished in July 2015. The main objective of DESICOS was the development of a new future design scenario for imperfection sensitive composite structures that are understood as parts of real launchers. The project developed different analysis-based methods to exploit further the reserves in the capacities of imperfection sensitive shells. The final results comprise an assessment of the methods for different kinds of structure type (cylindrical, conical, monolithic, sandwich, . . .) . More details can be also found at www.desicos.eu.
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